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Some classic children’s texts in English & Hindi



Overview of Methods
1. Ethnographic ana lysis  via  SPEAKING m ode l | |  Preparatory stage for 2.

a . Com paring English  & Hindi texts

i. Aesop’s Fables (Lion  and  Mouse , Wolf in  Sheep’s Cloth ing)

ii. Disney’s Storybook Collection (Snow White , Pe te r Pan , Cindere lla )

iii. Panchatantra (Lion  and  Mouse , Clever Jackal, Donkey in  Tiger’s Skin)

iv. Amar Chitra Katha (Bheem a and  Hanum an, Ram a)

2. Sociolingu istic survey

a . Participan ts fam ilia rity with  classic English  & Hindi texts

b . Participan ts m e thods of connecting with  cu ltu re  a longside  lite ra tu re



Ethnographic Analysis

SPEAKING Mode l exam ple  (ACK: Bheema and 
Hanuman)

Se tting- Forest/Hanum an’s grove

Participan ts- Bheem a and  Hanum an (sons of Vayu , 
wind  god)

Ends/Goals- Bheem a wishes to  find  ce le stia l flower 
for h is wife  Draupadi a t a ll costs; Hanum an wishes to  
hum ble  Bheem a by in te rfe ring with  h is quest

Act Sequence- Bad  behavior → Conflict → Good  
ou tcom e

Key/Tone- Pedan tic, en te rta in ing

Instrum enta lities- Read  independently by ch ild ren , 
then  d iscussed

Norm s- Shouldn’t m isuse  powers/strength; Bheem a 
is gu ided  by h is b rothe r Hanum an

Genre - Mythologica l short story/com ic

❖ Why are  these  texts taught? What a re  the ir them es & core  le ssons?

(He 2024)



Ethnographic Analysis - Key Takeaways
Sim ila r with…

❖ Instrum enta litie s
➢ Read by adults to  ch ildren
➢ Read by ch ildren  independently

❖ Norm s
➢ Kindness is  rewarded
➢ Mind over m ight
➢ Im portance  of crea tivity and  

resilience
➢ Think be fore  you  act

Diffe rs with…

❖ Act Sequence
➢ Disney: good behavior → conflict → 

good outcom e
➢ ACK: bad  behavior → conflict → good 

outcom e (NCFE 2023)



Sociolinguistic Survey - Participant Demographics

❖ 14 South  Asian  Am erican  studen ts 
(aged  19-22) surveyed
➢ Linguistic Dive rsity of Sou th  Asia

❖ Asked  to  ra te  on  sca le  of 1-5



Familiarity of English and Hindi Classic Texts



Methods of Connecting with Culture

Other m ethods:

❖ Friends
❖ Fash ion

➢ Makeup
➢ Clothes
➢ Jewe lry

❖ Sports



57.2% participants agreed with a scale of 3 or 
more.

“The way in  w h ich  I stay con nected  w ith  
m y cu lture has changed

over the  years”



❖ Lite ra ture  has been  an  im portan t avenue  for instilling sociocu ltu ra l le ssons in  
educa tion.

❖ While  frequency of “read ing” is com para tive ly low as a  m e thod  ove r o the r 
ca tegorie s like  “food” and  “m ovies”, Contem porary English  and  Classica l Hind i 
texts have  shown to  be  icon ically im portant

❖ Having a  source  of re in forcem ent can  he lp  with  re ten tion
❖ This dem ographic is  b ranch ing ou t with  d iffe ren t form s (food , m ovies, e tc.) 

tha t were  seen  to  be  about as popula r as fam ily (the  like ly “re in force rs”)
❖ Can ta ilor ch ild ren’s cu ltu ra l educa tion and  he lp  foste r a  sense  of com m unity 

am ongst those  who connect with  these  shared  expe riences based  on  find ings
❖ Future  stud ie s can  be  done  investiga ting the  nuances of specific South  Asian  

origins, re ligious be lie f system s, and  household  circum stances and  the ir e ffect 
on  cu ltu ra l re ten tion.

Discussion & Conclusion



Culture is dynamic

“Cu ltu re as ‘an  evolving con nected  
act ivity, n ot  a th ing’ … cu lture was n ot  a 
text  to be  read , because it  gave a 
m islead ing im pression  that cu lt u re is 
static, closed  an d  given ” (Zh u  194)

My cu ltu re  m eans…
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