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This discussion will provide an overview of the 

role that physicians and scientists played in Nazi-

era Germany. We will examine how medical 

practice and scientific inquiry were distorted to 

justify inhumane actions and the critical 

involvement of physicians in these atrocities. By 

examining several key examples, we will highlight 

the importance of maintaining vigilance against 

moral blind spots and how even well-intentioned 

professionals can become complicit in unethical 

practices. 

This talk will also highlight the organization FASPE 

(Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of 

Professional Ethics), which brings together early 

professionals in medicine and several other fields 

to study ethical responsibility by analyzing the 

decisions and actions of Nazi-era professionals. 

Students interested in learning about FASPE's 

annual fully funded fellowship program to 

Germany and Poland are encouraged to attend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S. Rebecca Stephen is a fourth-year medical 

student at the Renaissance School of 

Medicine and master’s degree candidate in 

the department of Medical Humanities, 

Compassionate Care, and Bioethics.  Her 

primary scholarly work in the master’s 

program concerns how language affects 

discussions of palliative care and medical 

ethics. She plans to pursue a career as a 

neurologist and clinical bioethicist. She 

returned from a FASPE fellowship this past 

summer and is looking forward to sharing 

her experiences.   
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